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the Mediterranean.” Then she spent a week in Paris
conducting research in the archives of the Comédie-
Française and at the Bibliothèque de l’Arsenal. At
the ATHE conference in Chicago, the American
Theatre and Drama Society presented her with the
2011 Betty Jean Jones Award for an Outstanding
Teacher of American Theatre and Drama.

MARSHALL MASON: After the tragic loss of
Marshall’s life-long collaborator, Lanford Wilson,
they had a memorial for him at the Lyceum Theater
in New York that was attended by about 700 people.
Speakers included Fellow Edward Albee, Craig
Lucas, Jeff Daniels, William Hurt, Gordon Davidson,
Swoosie Kurtz, Debra Monk, Judd Hirsch, and
Bobby Cannavale. For a bit of healing, Marshall took
a month-long trip to Tuscany, and when he returned,
the New York Legislature passed the Marriage
Equality Act, and so his partner of 37 years, Danny
Irvine, and he were legally married at City Hall.
WCBS recorded the ceremony and shared the event
on the evening news. (see photo on page 8) The civil
ceremony can be seen at
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/video/6085161-gay-
couple-gets-surprise-when-applying-for-marriage-
license/. He and Danny were subsequently married
in a religious service at the Cathedral of St. John the
Divine, with about 150 guests, a number of whom
came from across the country. Since then, he has
returned to Mazatlan, where he has resumed
working on his book about Circle Rep, The
Transcendent Years.

HAROLD OAKS: Harold received the Brigham Young
University Distinguished Service Award October 7,
2011. It is the highest award given by the university
for outstanding contributions to the community,
nation and world. (see photo on page 8) He has
served as President of the International Association
of Theatre for Children and Young People (ASSITEJ
International), the US Center for ASSITEJ, and the
American Alliance for Theatre in Education, and has
served on the Board of Directors for the American
Theatre Association, The National Association of
Schools of Theatre and several state and regional
Theatre organizations. In March 2011 he was asked
to Chair the Advisory Board for the Noorda Regional
Theatre Center for Children and Youth, a privately
funded center at Utah Valley University in Orem,
Utah.

TOM PAWLEY: On September
30, Lincoln University
dedicated their Thomas D.
Pawley III Theatre. Among
those speaking at the
dedication was Fellow Ethel
Pitts Walker. Tom joined the
faculty in 1940 and remained there until he retired in

1988. In 1952, he initiated the nation’s first college
summer theatre program for black students.

JAMES STILL: James attended a performance of my
play Searching for Eden at the B Street Theatre in
Sacramento, CA and directed the world premiere of
his new play about American culinary icon James
Beard, I Love to Eat, at the Indiana Repertory
Theatre. (see photo on page 8) He was a visiting
guest artist at Texas Christian University in Ft.
Worth where they are doing his play Iron Kisses. His
interview for the Arena Stage Blog on Playwright
residencies can be read at:
http://newplay.arenastage.org/2011/09/newplay-
residencies-james-still-indiana-rep.html.

PAULA VOGEL: Paula has decided to step down as
the chair of the playwriting department at the Yale

School of Drama at the end of the
2011-12 academic year, a year
before her five-year term was
scheduled to conclude. She will
remain a member of the faculty and
will continue teaching at the school
as she works on two projects. The
first, One Hundred Years of
Vengeance, is a co-commission

from Yale Repertory Theater and the Oregon
Shakespeare Festival that she plans to workshop
next year with the director Rebecca Taichman. She
is also involved with the first New York revival of her
Pulitzer Prize-winning play, How I Learned to Drive,
at Second Stage Theater.

MARGARET WILKERSON: Margaret and her
husband, Stan, celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary in July at the Fitzgerald Hotel in Las
Vegas. Family and friends joined them for a
champagne reception and much fun. The event was
hosted by their “children”: Darren, Cullen and Rose.
(see photo on page 8)

RON WILLIS: Last spring he wrote a one-act play
celebrating the life of one major philanthropist for
the University of Kansas. Her name is Elizabeth
Watkins and the play’s title is Elizabeth, Betsy and
Bess: A Conversation with Elizabeth Watkins. It was
produced by the Kansas Endowment Association
and directed by Fellow Jack B. Wright. He also
published a book with Focus Press called Fragile
Magic: A Guidebook for Theatre Respondents. The
book focuses directly on the system for responding
to theatre performance that Ron practices. (see
photo on page 8)

DON WILMETH: Don wrote an essay, “Brooks
McNamara: Master of the Archive, or What Really
Matters,” for A Tyranny of Documents: The
Performing Arts Historian as Film Noir Detective
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(Performing Arts Resources, vol. 28). The series is
published by the Theatre Library Association, and
this issue is dedicated to Brook McNamara. This
summer and fall he has served as a consultant to the
Theatre Communication Group in preparing for its
50th anniversary. His principle role has been to work
on a list of theatrical milestones from roughly the
1890s to the present. He is also going into his third
year as a juror for the George Freedley Memorial
Theatre Book Award. In recent months he has
undertaken a handful of book reviews.

ALAN WOODS: Alan is officially retired as of
October 1 after 39 years at Ohio State, along with
teaching as well at Indiana University, California
State Los Angeles, Pasadena City College, and a few
other places along the way. Last January, he
received the Roy Bowen Lifetime Achievement
Award from the Central Ohio Theatre Critics
Circle. (see photo on page 8) His short play, The
Danish, has been in repertory at Soup’s On Players
in Texas all summer, and is in repertory at Age
Quake Theatre in Illinois this fall. A new piece,
Crones Anonymous, received a reading at the Drama
Foundary in Columbus in August. And he acted in
two short pieces by Ohio playwright Katherine H.
Burkman, Speed Dating and Confinement, part of a
bill of short plays at the Sanctuary-for-the-Arts in
Sunbury, Ohio, in early October.
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Mark Your Calendars!

Dates have been set for our next four April meetings
in Washington, DC.

April 21-22, 2012

April 20-21, 2013

April 19-20, 2014

April 18-19, 2015 OUR 50TH!!!

Our nation’s capital is exceptionally very stunning
every spring—the weather usually cooperates, the
flowers (especially tulips) are in their prime.

Why not plan a week-long vacation at the time of our
College meeting so you can take in all the museums
and theatre at your leisure.

Just visiting The Smithsonian will fill your week.
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NOMINATION FORM

It is the responsibility of each Fellow to place in nomination those persons she or he believes are qualified
to become members of the College of Fellows of the American Theatre.

Persons who have distinguished themselves on a national or international level through service, artistic
accomplishment, scholarship, innovation or all of these may be nominated by a current Fellow for consideration
by the Board of the College of Fellows of the American Theater for membership. Nominations MUST be seconded
by two Fellows who are acquainted with the work of the Nominee. The nomination letter/statement should have
the depth of the presentation citation, and the seconding letters should not be simple reiterations of those facts
but rather add perspective to the nomination. Due confidentiality requires that nominees not be aware that they
are being considered.

Nominations on this form and two seconding letters of support (the responsibility of the nominator) must
be submitted to the current Dean of the College no later than March 1. Only nominees whose files are complete
will be considered during the Annual Meeting.

Since nominators will most frequently read the citation for their nominees, or be called upon to prepare
the citation, it is recommended that a copy of the nomination form and letters be retained.

Please Print

Date Mailed to Dean: ____________________________________________________________________________
NOMINEE _____________________________________________________________________________________
Title __________________________________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip __________________________________________________________________________________
Telephones Business ( ) FAX

Home ( ) E-Mail

NOMINATION BY _______________________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip __________________________________________________________________________________
Telephones Business ( ) FAX ( )

Home ( ) E-Mail

SECONDERS
#1 Name ___________________________ # 2 Name _________________________________
Address ____________________________ _________________________________

___________________________________ _________________________________________
City/State/Zip _______________________ _________________________________
Telephone ( ) ( )
E-Mail

Attach a Nominator's Letter/Statement and any supporting materials. In the Nominator's Statement use 250-300
words to indicate the most salient reasons for this nomination. This statement should serve as a draft of the
Fellow's Investiture Citation, and should be typed or word processed. In addition, attach a curriculum vitae,
Who's Who entry, or resume. If the cv/resume seems to provide the necessary details, no additional material is
needed. If it is incomplete, the following information would be useful (as part of the statement or on a separate
sheet): education (schools, degrees, dates); membership in theatre organizations (and significant contributions);
teaching experience or involvement (if relevant); professional experience; awards and honors; publications;
artistic creations (design, direction, etc.).

DEADLINE
RETURN THIS TO THE DEAN BEFORE MARCH 1

Dean Milly Barranger
College of Fellows

245 West 107th Street, Apt. 8F
New York, NY 10025-3057


