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From the Dean 

The College of Fellows April 2018 Meeting in Washington D.C. 
 

We have a very exciting weekend planned this April 
at a beautiful time in Washington D.C. during the 
Cherry Blossom Festival. If you have not seen the 
cherry blossoms in D. C. this is your chance. While 
the trees don’t always cooperate, we hope they will 
be in bloom while we are there. A stroll around the 
tidal basin is magical, especially since the stunning 
and inspirational Franklin Delano Roosevelt and 
Martin Luther King, Jr. memorials are right along the 
tidal basin path filled with cherry blossom trees. This 
affords a timely reminder of great leaders in 
America’s past. The Saturday we are in town we can 
get a glimpse of the Cherry Blossom Parade.  

This is also an exciting time in Washington D.C. with the youthful vigor in the Kennedy Center from the Kennedy 
Center American College Theatre Festival. I know a number of the Fellows have been very involved with the 
KCATF in their careers, and this year will mark a real milestone of the College of Fellows of the American 
Theatre’s partnership with the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts and the KCACTF. This year we 
will be presenting two additional monetary awards at the Irene Ryan Awards on Friday, April 13 to further 
establish the support from the College of Fellows for the emerging artists honored by the KCACTF. 

We will again be having our Saturday reception to introduce the new Fellows in the beautiful and historic 
Cosmos Club. Thank you to Fellow Bonnie Nelson Schwartz for arranging for the Fellows Saturday reception to 
be in this amazing building.  

We are keeping the prices the same as last year for both the Saturday reception at the Cosmos Club and the 
Kennedy Center investiture luncheon. The luncheon will include the investiture of ten new Fellows. Our new 
Fellows (Henry Bial, Michael Dinwiddie, Bill Doan, Edgar Dobie, Kathryn Ervin, Brant Pope, Diane Rodriguez, 
David Saar, Sandra Shannon, and John Simon) are a wonderful mix of accomplished artists from both the 
professional theatre and academia that make up the American Theatre. We honor them as new Fellows in the 
College of Fellows of the American Theatre. 

We are especially proud to have Fellow Luis Valdez as our Roger L. Stevens Address speaker this year. He is a 
longtime leader in Chicano theatre as the founder of El Teatro Campesino. He also wrote and directed Zoot Suit 
on Broadway and was writer and director of the film La Bamba about the life of Chicano rock star Richie Valens. 

We hope to see you in Washington, D.C. to honor our new Fellows, to hear the Stevens Address, and to meet old 
friends and make new friends. Looking forward to seeing you in April! 

 

See page 5 for the full schedule of events for our April weekend. 
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From the Dean 
Merging Our History With Our Future 

 
Our April 2017 Roger L. Stevens Address speaker Fellow Thomas Schumacher said in his speech, entitled “The 
Power of Mentorship:”  

 I’m thinking we need to shepherd the fiercest generation in contemporary history.   We need to use all of 
 our  creative muscle and social capital to leave behind us theatre-makers who can continue to transform 
 narrative, break ground, shape a dialogue and eclipse anything that we have done. And we need to advocate 
 that our friends in every field do this.  

 We need to reach out to corners where people think they’re ignored and bring them in. Whether it’s into  our 
 theater, or whether it’s into our neighbor’s business.  But if we do not all take part one by one, and all of our 
 friends, in teaching the mentorship that we have all been raised in, I fear the worst. 

Through mentorship we cement our legacy and merge our history with our future. Therefore, the Fellows this 
year are making a concerted effort to give back. Not only will we present three awards to emerging artists at the 
Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival (KCACTF), but we will offer ongoing mentorship to two of 
them. 

Thanks to Fellow Bonnie Nelson Schwartz’s oversight, Fellow Jane Alexander will be in attendance at the Irene 
Ryans on Friday, April 13 to present the College of Fellows Jane Alexander Award for Acting. Fellow Thomas 
Schumacher will be in attendance to present the College of Fellows John Cauble Emerging Leader/Producer 
Award. Gregg Henry says this will be the largest award ever given to an emerging artist through KCACTF.  

Donor Charlene Gordon will be in attendance as we present the College of Fellows Emerging Artist Arts Impact 
Award that Fellow Gail Humphries Mardirosian and Fellow Harry Elam will judge. The latter two awardees will be 
mentored through the year. Gail will mentor the winner during the Americans for the Arts Advocacy week in 
Washington, D.C. Thomas Schumacher will help mentor the Emerging Leader/Producer. 

Gregg Henry, Artistic Director of the Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival, will be bringing a 
number of KCACTF emerging artists to our Fellows luncheon to be in the company of our illustrious artists in the 
College of Fellows of the American Theatre. Thus we, the Fellows, will mentor these future arts leaders. What a 
lovely way to help shape our theatre of the future! 

The Saturday Evening GALA 
 

Saturday Evening, April 14, 2018 
Location: The Cosmos Club 

2121 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. 
Telephone Number (202) 939-1557 

 
 

The Cosmos Club has a dress code: 

You must be “properly attired – coats and ties for men, 
and dresses, suits, or clothing of comparable formality for 
women.” 
 
There are two parking lots: the Rear Valet lot and the West 
Garden lot. Parking is $15 per vehicle. 
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Our DC Hotel April 2018 
The River Inn, Washington, D.C. 

 
 

All rooms reserved in our group block for $249 per 
night for one or two guests (add $20 for additional 
third guest in room) have been reserved and 
confirmed. The rate is a little higher than last year since 
the meetings are during the Cherry Blossom Festival in 
Washington, D.C. 
 
The host hotel for our meetings is The River Inn, 924 
25th Street, N.W. 
 
 
To make a reservation, call 202-337-7600 and ask for Dwight Harris in in-house reservations. Tell him you are with the 
College of Fellows of the American Theatre and you want the $249 group rate. 
 
The deadline to reserve is March 12, 2018. There are a limited number of rooms reserved at that rate, so register as 
early as possible. In order to get the reduced rate be sure the hotel knows that your reservation is part of the College 
of Fellows of the American Theatre room block. If you have any difficulty getting the room rate, please email Dean 
Karen Berman at kbermanth@aol.com. 
 

Coming Soon! 
 
Invitations for the Irene Ryan Evening of Scenes, the Cosmos Club Saturday Reception, and the Sunday 
Investiture Luncheon by the Kennedy Center in early March. 
 
Cost of the Saturday Reception - $60 
In order to keep the price the same as last year, we received a subsidy donation from a Fellow. 
 
Cost of the Sunday Luncheon - $90 
We also received a donation from a Fellow to continue to keep the cost below $100 again this year 
 
The invitation from the Kennedy Center will provide an RSVP card asking for: 

 The number of free tickets & names for the Friday Irene Ryan Evening of Scenes 
 The number of people & names attending the Saturday Cosmos Club reception 
 The number & names for the Kennedy Center Sunday luncheon, and 
 If there are any dietary restrictions. 

 
The RSVP card and check – made payable to the College of Fellows of the American Theatre to cover the 
reception and luncheon – must be returned no later than March 27 to: 
 

Karen Berman 
190 Lakeport Road 

Milledgeville, GA 31061 

 
 
 

The full Fellows Weekend Schedule is on Page 5
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News of the Fellows 
 

CHERYL BLACK: Cheryl’s co-edited book on Modern 
American Drama: Playwriting in the 1990s was 
published in December by Bloomsbury Methuen (with 
Sharon Friedman). She also has a chapter in American 
Literature in Transition 1920-1930 (ed. by Ichiro 
Takayoshi, Cambridge 2017). She directed and 
performed in her adaptation of Susan Glaspell’s 
novel Fugitive’s Return at the Society for the Study of 
American Women Writers’ conference in Bordeaux this 
past summer and directed Suzan-Lori Parks’ Father 
Comes Home from the Wars in November at the 
University of Missouri. 
 
TOM MARKUS: Tom is publishing a new edition of his 
book Another Opening, Another Show, available this 
spring in hard copy and e-book from Waveland Press. 
The co-author of this edition is a former student and 
long-time colleague, Frank Kuhn. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ROBERT SCHANKE: Bob recently interviewed Lee 
Breuer, founder of Mabou Mines, and Maude Mitchell 
on their production of DollHouse for a paper he is 
presenting at the annual conference of MATC. 
 
 
 
 
 
TOM SCHUMACHER: Tom has been busy. He was seen 
on CBS's Sunday Morning show in an interview 
celebrating the 20th anniversary of The Lion King. He 
then spent time in London overseeing the production 
of Pinocchio at the National Theatre followed by 
producing Frozen on Broadway, which is to open in 
February. 
 
 
JAMES STILL: James directed John Strand's play The 
Originalist at Indiana Repertory Theatre in 
October/November 2017. His play The Heavens Are 
Hung in Black was named one of the Ten Best of 2017 
by the Chicago Sun-Times. The production was with 
Shattered Globe Theater in Chicago in 
September/October 2017. 
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The Fellows Weekend 
Our meeting in April 2018 is going to be outstanding. We are very pleased that Fellow Luis Valdez will present the 
Roger Stevens Address. Luis founded the famed El Teatro Campesino and is the writer and director of Zoot Suit 

and La Bamba. 
Friday, April 13 
 5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
  Dean Karen Berman hosts an informal reception.  

Location to be announced. 
 
 7:00 p.m. 
  Kennedy Center Family Theatre 
  Irene Ryan Evening of Scenes 
  The College of Fellows presents three awards:  

 The College of Fellows Jane Alexander Award for Acting  
 The College of Fellows John Cauble Emerging Leader / Producer Award 
 The College of Fellows Emerging Artist Arts Impact Award 

 
Saturday, April 14 
 11 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
  River Inn 
  Board Meeting in Columbia Suite 
 
 10 a.m – 4:00 p.m. 
  River Inn 
  Video Interviews of Henry Bial, Michael Dinwiddie, Bill Doan, Edgar Dobie, Kathryn Ervin, Brant Pope, 
   Diane Rodriguez, David Saar, Sandra Shannon, John Simon 
 
 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
  Cosmos Club 
  Gala Reception Honoring New Fellows: Henry Bial, Michael Dinwiddie, Bill Doan, Edgar Dobie,  
   Kathryn Ervin, Brant Pope, Diane Rodriguez, David Saar, Sandra Shannon, John Simon 
  Open Bar and Hors d’oeuvres 
 
 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
  Introduction of New Inductees 
  Signing the Enrollment Register 
  The Orlin Corey Annual Fellows Toast 
 
Sunday, April 15 
 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 
  John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts 
  Rooftop Terrace / Jazz Club 
  Coffee and Tea provided 
  Business Meeting, Dean Karen Berman presiding 
 
 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
  John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts 
  Rooftop Terrace / Jazz Club 
  Eighteenth Roger L. Stevens Address 
  Presented by Fellow Luis Valdez 
 
 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
  John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts 
  Family Theatre 
  Luncheon and Investiture of New Fellows 
 
 1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
  Conversation with New Fellows Moderated by Fellow David Leong 

  John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts Family Theatre 
 
 2:30 p.m. Adjournment 

Fellow Luis Valdez 
will present the 

Eighteenth Roger L. 
Stevens Address at 

the John F. 
Kennedy Center for 
the Performing Arts 

on Sunday,  
April 15, 2018. 
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IN MEMORIAM 

David Weiss 
(1928-2017) 

 
Fellow David Weiss passed away on December 18, 2017. Invested in the College in 
2003, David was a valuable friend and colleague to many in the organization, and will be 
greatly missed by one and all. 
 
A native of Milwaukee where he began his theatre career at fifteen with a children’s 
theatre company, he served as their stage manager and technical director. Paid $15 a 
week, he often boasted that he had  “always been paid ever since, but never enough.” 
 
David was a Professor Emeritus at the University of Virginia where he taught for thirty-
seven years in the Drama Department, including sixteen years as department chair.  He 
was educated at the University of Wisconsin-Madison where he received his BA and MA 
degrees in 1950 and ’51. 
 
After teaching two years at Montana State University in Missoula, David joined the 
faculty at the University of Virginia. In 1960, he entered the doctoral program at Indiana 

University and immediately after receiving his Ph.D. from that venerable institution, rejoined the UVA faculty 
where he remained until his retirement in 1991.  
 
David’s educational focus was always scenery and lighting  design, but he also taught theatre history, dramatic 
literature and acting.  At Virginia, he designed more than 150 productions and directed more than thirty.  During 
his tenue as chair at UVA, he established an MFA program, oversaw the design and construction of two theatres 
and founded the Heritage Repertory Theatre. 
 
On retirement, David pursued an active career as a theatre consultant, guest designer and teacher of master 
classes. A considerable portion of his consulting work was with large outdoor amphitheatres.  Over the years, he 
also designed and/or directed eighteen outdoor historical dramas throughout the U.S. 
 
A founder of the Association for Theatre in Higher Education, David was active in the US Institute for Theatre 
Technology, as well as the Southeastern Theatre Conference, serving as its president.  Elected to membership of 
the National Theatre Conference in 1987, David served as a trustee on its board.  
 
In 1995, Regional IV of ACTF honored David with the Kennedy Center Medallion.  On that occasion, the design 
awards in the Southeastern states were declared the David W. Weiss Award for Excellence in Design. 
 
David Weiss long ago distinguished himself as a thinker, leader and practitioner of the highest order. His values 
and standards were adopted by hundreds of his students who have gone on to distinguished careers of their 
own thereby strengthening those of the American Theatre.  
 

Dean Emeritus Scott J. Parker 

The Last Page of My Last Issue 

 
Shortly after I was inducted in 2005, Dean Gresdna Doty asked if I would be interested in assuming the editorship 
of The Fellows Gazette. Humbled by the offer, I accepted, like a naïve, young Ph.D. graduate offered his first job, 
and not realizing the job ahead. Luckily, the first two Deans I worked with, Gil Lazier and Scott Parker, were super 
mentors, helping me learn the ropes and forgiving my occasional errors. Then came two equally fine Deans, Milly 
Barranger and Felicia Londré, who continued with more wise counsel and support.  
 
The next Dean found himself very frustrated. It was me! In a classic moment of delirium, I agreed to continue as 
Editor while serving as Dean. Although I contemplated resigning the editorship at the end of my tenure as Dean, I 
found myself in a dilemma. Having worked with Fellow Karen Berman when she was President of ATHE, I felt that 
at this point in our College’s history she would be a superb choice as our next Dean. So, when she said she 
would accept having her name considered by the Board IF I promised to stay on as Editor during her tenure. I 
agreed. So now, finally, is the time for me to step aside.  
 
These thirteen years of creating 36 issues have been most rewarding. I’ve learned so much about the College. I 
have grown to know and to respect all of you. Thank you for all of your guidance and support and assistance 
through these many years. A few years ago, I wrote that I consider you my extended family. Still, so very true! 


